[image: image1.jpg]In February 1914 it was agreed with the BMMO that the Corporation would seek to obtain
powers to operate buses within the city and take over the BMMO routes within the city, leaving
the company free to operate services extending beyond the boundary, provided they did not com-
pete with the Corporation services. Two months into World War I, on 4 October 1914, the deal
was done, and the Corporation acquired 30 Tilling-Stevens buses from the BMMO, together with
the tiny garage in Tennant Street. As the Daimler chassis of the original Bristol Road buses had
been commandeered for military use in 1914, ex-BMMO buses were numbered 1 - 30, and ten
new Tilling-Stevens chassis were acquired by 1915 for the old bodies (31 - 40).

A first, the following routes (with numbers assigned later) were operated:

2. New Street and “Ivy Bush” via Ryland Street

[discontinued on 16.10.14 as a wartime economy]

3. New Street and Harborne, Queens Park,

4. New Street and Harborne, “Duke of York”,

5. Selly Oak and Rednal

6. Sclly Oak and Rubery

7. Corporation Street and Five Ways via Broad Street,

8. Selly Oak and Longbridge

9. New Street and Moseley via Five Ways and College Road (renumbered 1 in 1917),

10. “Ivy Bush" and Handsworth Wood via Hockley (renumbered 2 in 1916)

1914 - Midland Red becomes a regional operator

Being evicted from the centre of Birmingham, the Midland Red company moved its head-
quarters to Bearwood and concentrated on opening up longer-distance services, starting with
Birmingham - Walsall on 24 December 1913, and extending to Coventry, Evesham, Great
Malvern, Kidderminster, Redditch, Stourbridge and Sutton Coldfield during 1914. After dispos-
ing of 30 buses to Birmingham Corporation, the company was left with 20 buses, to which were
added a further 30 new vehicles, all on Tilling-Stevens chassis, during 1914. Routes were allo-
cated numbers starting at 15 to avoid duplication with Corporation route numbers.

1914 - 1918: Events during World War 1

Tram and bus routes were given numbers for easier recognition from 25 January 1915, and
route number stencils were added to tram headlamps from 12 June 1915,

‘Twelve new double-deck buses with Daimler Y chassis (41 - 52) and six Tilling-Stevens petrol
electrics (53 - 58) were obtained in 1916.

No fewer than 1792 bus and tram men joined the military services, and a large number of
women were employed bus conductresses, while boy scouts worked for a time as bell-boys on the
trams.

Although Birmingham was beyond the range of German aeroplanes, the first Zeppelin air raid
in January 1916, but furnaces in the Black Country received the brunt of the attack, and
Birmingham escaped damage.

During 1916 a further 18 Daimler Y buses were ordered, but the chassis were again comman-
deered - six more Tilling Stevens chassis were obtained to replace them.

‘The Acocks Green tram route was extended along Warwick Road to Broad Road on 2 February
1916.

In order to cope with the shortage of qualified drivers, a number of experiments were made dur-
ing 1917 with trailer operation on the trams. Seven cars were cut down to single-deck and two
older cars adapted for use as trailers. First operated between Martineau Street and Washwood
Heath on route 10 in March 1917, the cars were soon transferred to the more lightly-trafficked
Nechells route, which had loops at both ends, avoiding the need for motor cars (o shunt round
trailers at the terminus.

Owing to an acute petrol shortage, three bus route were suspended from 1 May until 1 August
1917.

A second Zeppelin raid occurred in 1917, when the Austin works at Longbridge was hit, and
the last was in April 1918 when five Zeppelins almost reached Birmingham, but tured short
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