[image: image1.jpg]25.11.1884: Old Square to Perry Barr (new depot)

29.11.1884; Bradford Street to Moseley Village via Moseley Road

18.05.1885: Bradford Street to Stratford Road / Showell Green Lane
(depot and overhaul works at Kyotts Lake Road)

~. 06,1885 Stratford Road route extended to College Road. Sparkhill

(coke yard for tram engines)

20.06.1885: Bradford Street routes extended to new loop in Station Street

01.10.1885: Old Square to Lozells via Six Ways Aston

24.11.1885: Old Square to Saltley via Great Lister Street

16.01.1886: Station Street to Small Heath (depot and coke yard)

19.07.1886: Station Street to Moseley via Mary Street and Balsall Heath

25.10.1886: Wheeler Street / Great Hampton Row to Lozells Road

FIND DATE Moseley route extended to Kings Heath (depot and coke yard)

Meanwhile the Aston company opened a branch route from Aston Cross to Salford Bridge on 25
February 1885, and the new Birmingham and Midland Tramways Co Lid opened a steam tramway
from Lionel Street, off Summer Row, to Cape Hill on 6 July 885, extended 30 August 1885 to
Dudley, with a large depot at West Smethwick and coke yard at Windmill Lane, Smethwick..

‘The Birmingham Central company acquired the existing business of the Birmingham Tramways
and Omnibus Co Ltd with effect from 1 January 1836, replacing the trams by a bus service at the
end of that year for the next two years while the old tramway was rebuilt and re-gauged, except
for the Villa Road branch which lay derelict for some time. The Aston company also built new
tracks along Witton Road from Six Ways to Bevington Road in 1887.

‘The steam trams were very small and boxy compared with the bulk of the long double deck trail-
ers, and the fires had to be looked after all night and steam pressure raised next day in time for
service. But they were more powerful and efficient than horses, and lasted over 20 years. The pas-
senger trailer cars were licensed to carry 60, but twice that number were carried for special events
at the Aston Lower Grounds or the Serpentine Ground.

Photo: Birmingham steam tram

1888 - Cable trams

As population grew (Birmingham had become a County Borough in 1888 and a City by letters
patent on 14 January 1889), traffic on the Soho Road tramway was increasing and horse traction
was clearly inadequate. In Birmingham and Handsworth there was local pressure against steam
traction and, after investigation into recent projects in San Francisco, Chicago and Philadelphia
and a visit o the new cable tramway on Highgate Hill in London, it was agreed that the two coun-
cils would rebuild the old standard-gauge horse tramway from Colmore Row to New Inns as
cable tramway to 3ft 6in gauge. Construction work started in 1887, while a bus service was oper-
ated by the company, and the new line opened as far as Hockley Brook on 24 March 1888, extend-
ed to New Inns on 20 April 1888. Two continuous loops of steel cable ran on pulleys in channels
between the rails from either terminus to Hockley Brook, where they entered the stationary steam
engine house next o the depot. The were propelled a movable gripper device which could be
‘manipulated to clutch on to the moving cable, but starting and stopping must have been very jerky,
and the multi-stranded cables tended to fray. Nevertheless the system continued to operate for 23
years.

Map 3: Bus and tram routes, 1893 (based on Jenson)

1889 - Battery electric trams on Bristol Rpad

Only a year after the cable trams began, the other part of the original horse tramway in
Birmingham - along the Bristol Road - was also re-gauged and leased to the Birmingham Central
Tramways Company which opened a service on 24 July 1890, using electric cars powered by lead-
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