Jerry Allen and His TV Trio 

at the 

 The Alpha Television Studio

Aston Road North, Birmingham

When ATV formed the weekday TV franchise for the Midlands in 1956 very little was known about TV production. The company was looking for a venue to turn into a TV facility. It was out of the question at the time to construct a purpose built complex due to lack of finances. The Astoria Cinema in Aston Road North became available and together with ABC Television the two companies obtained the lease.  The new studio was shared by these two companies and was called Alpha TV studio.

The cinema was converted rather quickly as the TV companies were nearing their opening transmissions. The stage and screen area plus the stalls were removed and a flat studio floor was laid across these areas. The balcony was retained and used for audience shows. Both the left and right front corners of the balcony were stripped of seats and became camera positions and also where occasional extra lighting mounts could be rigged.

Under the balcony was created the studio control room at studio floor level. In the start up months this was incomplete and a primitive control room had to be used from an Outside Broadcast control van parked in the rear car park.

That was the easy part. Now came the problem of producing TV shows to fill the schedule with very little time to the opening of the station.  A producer come assistant working on women’s type programmes at the ATV Alpha Studio offices was Noele Gordon. She together with Producer Reg Watson came up with some ideas for programmes. One was an afternoon chat show (new to this country) but someone was needed to present the show and at short notice. 

It was suggested that Noele Gordon herself could fill in for the opening few shows. That was a bold idea since she had never been in front of a TV camera at all. The show was called quite simply  “Tea With Noele Gordon”. It was a great success and Noele went from office worker to Star almost over night.  

It was then thought a musical interlude could be added to the show to give more variety.  Val Parnell an ATV executive and agent had seen a very popular music group on the variety stage. This group had also been on radio many times and they were offered a few one off chances to appear on the show. That group was Jerry Allen and His Trio.

They proved popular with the TV audience. Strangely they were not billed in TV Times.

This show was rather successful, much to everyone’s surprise, as they had no idea if anyone was even watching until the fan mail started to arrive.

After a few months a much grander idea was suggested and quite soon became the very popular programme which ran every day at lunch time for eight years and two months. That programme was “Lunch Box”.

Noele Gordon hosted this show as well and Jerry Allen and His Trio were also booked for a two week run but as we know this became eight years and two months.  

The group consisted of Jerry Allen on Hammond organ. Alan Grahame on vibraphone. Ken Ingarfield on bass and Lionel Rubin on drums. They were also rather good vocalists.

The group were an instant hit with the viewers. They became an integral part of “Lunch Box”.  All the musicians joined Noele with the announcements and provided fun and jollity throughout the show. This jollity was easy for the boys as they had learnt showmanship during their days of performing on the variety stage. They told jokes, performed very short sketches and sang but most of all they provided swinging music throughout the show. They always performed at least two instrumental items each day and accompanied the dozens of guest singers that were resident for weeks at a time The musical items were very much hits of the day plus numbers from films and stage shows. The instrumentals often had a very jazzy feel to them. So popular were the band with the viewers that they all had their own fan clubs organised by viewers 

On 3rd February 1958 after constant television appearances  Jerry and the boys decided to renamed themselves    ‘Jerry Allen and His TV Trio‘. 

Items on the shows included musical requests from viewers for birthday and anniversaries and a section called memory lane wallowed in nostalgia and items from times past.  Music and song was constant throughout the show.

Noele always made mention of the fact that they were in Aston Birmingham and never let the viewer forget that fact. Many sketches were filmed around the studio in Aston Road North which was a very busy shopping street at the time. The Ansells Brewery was on the opposite corner to the studio of Aston Cross roundabout.

One happy fact for the studio cast and crew was the Pub opposite the studio in 

Aston Road North called The Travelers Rest it became a hospitality venue after the shows.

Every Wednesday and later Friday “Lunch Box” became an audience event and so making use of the balcony seats.  It was always a full house and police had to control traffic outside the old cinema.

Two of the singers who were with the show long term were Roy Edwards and Eula Parker.  Both very popular with the viewers. 

Among the dozens of weekly guest singers were Matt Monro, Dave Galbraith, Peter Elliott, Diana Coupland, Maureen Kershaw, June Marlow and Maureen Evans plus many up and coming singers of the time.

The original show was booked to last two weeks but it was so popular it eventually ran for eight years and broadcast 2155 editions.

The final forty or so shows were reformatted and called “Hi - T!”  A clever throw back title to the first shows called “Tea with Noele Gordon” All the elements of “Lunch Box” were retained but the pop and beat scene was rapidly overtaking everything on TV and in 1964 the show was dropped.

As well as all this back in 1956 Reg Watson was trying a new format of show that was popular in America. It was a quiz show and the one he created was an English version of the American production called “Hit The Limit”.  As Jerry and the band had been performing at the Aston Studios, Reg asked if they would provide the opening and closing music and the suspense music during the show. Once again the Alpha studio could be used as an audience venue although this show went on the road as well...
Another show from Aston Road North in which Jerry Allen and His TV Trio featured was the night club style show “Rainbow Room” hosted by Jean Morton. This was a programme of more serious jazz style music with guests of a star billing including Roy Castle.

ATV also had the weekend contract in London and the boys had to drive there each week to broadcast amongst other programmes “Dotto”, 64,000 Question, Musical Cheers and The Carroll Levis Talent show.

As Jerry Allen and His TV Trio were on the air every day it was necessary for them to live near to Aston Cross so they rented a house in Sandon Road in the Bearwood area of Birmingham.  Here they prepared the next days items and had many parties.

The final broadcasts that Jerry Allen made from Birmingham was in 1972 called “Women Today Get Organised”.  This was with Roy Edwards and Jean Morton.

Due to their popularity these ATV stars were constantly in demand for personal appearances and events in and around the Midlands.

LINKS from Media Archive for Central England 

showing Aston Road North and “Lunch Box” sketches

http://www.macearchive.org/Archive/Title/midlands-news-07071960-open-day-at-alpha-studios/MediaEntry/991.html 

http://www.macearchive.org/Archive/Title/midlands-news-20021957-queues-for-lunch-box-outside-alpha-studios/MediaEntry/1837.html 

http://www.macearchive.org/Archive/Title/midlands-news-02051961-noele-gordon-arrives-at-alpha-studios/MediaEntry/4418.html 

