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On 30 June 1911, the leases of the original tramways to Handsworth and Bournbrook (by then
operated by cable and overhead electric respectively) were due to expire, together with later
extensions into Selly Oak and Cotteridge. From 1 July 1911, Birmingham Corporation clectric
trams ran for the first time to the Handsworth boundary with West Bromwich

Purchase of the remaining company tramways on 31 December 1911 closely followed the
expansion of the city on 9 November 1911 to include the former borough of Aston, the urban dis-
tricts of Erdington, Handsworth, Yardley and parts of Kings Norton. Routes to Bournbrook,
Cotteridge, Yardley and Witton were taken over, with depots at Dawlish Road, Bournbrook,
Cotteridge, Small Heath and Witton. By that time Birmingham Corporation already had a fleet of
400 trams, and a further 50 (401 - 450) were being delivered. Of the 106 electric cars operated by
the CoBT company. a total of 61 were taken over by the Corporation and later numbered 451 -
512, the remainder being transferred to the BET Black Country network. Seven more depots - at
Boumnbrook, Cotteridge, Hockley, Perry Barr, Small Heath, Witton and Yardley, together with the
former coke yard at College Road, Sparkbrook, by then used for permanent way work - came
under day-to-day control of the Tramways Department, with effect from 16 January 1911. It was
to take some years for the undertaking to become fully integrated, but an early move in the Aston
area was the replacement of the former company service to Witton by a circular working to Witton
from Martineau Street, one way via Six Ways and one via Aston Cross, and a service from Lozells
to Gravelly Hill.

Meanwhile further extensions were under way and the following new services opened:

12.06.12 - Steelhouse Lane and Stockland Green (new from Gravelly Hill)

09.10.12 - Colmore Row and Darlaston Black Country Through Service

(operated by South Staffs (Lessee) Tramways Company)

20.11.12 - Colmore Row and Lozells (circular), via Hamstead Road / Wheeler Street

20.12.12 - Colmore Row and Oxhill Road (new from Grove Lanc).

08.01.13 - Lozells and Gravelly Hill (extended to Soho Road from Lozells Road).

10.01.13 - Livery Street - Snow Hill turning loop

(for Handsworth and Black Country Cars only).

02.04.13 - High Street and Bordesley Green via Deritend,

(new along Cattell Road, formerly used only for depot workings).

05.09.13 - Navigation Street (East) and Hagley Road, Kings Road, (new from Five Ways)

25.11 13 - New depot opened at Highgate Road

20.12.13 - Martineau Street and Washwood Heath, “Fox & Goose”, (new from Ward End)

31.05.14 - Station Street and Hall Green, Fox Hollies Road, (new from Sparkhill)

Over this period 74 new bogie trams were delivered, (512 - 586) and delivered in 1913 1914,
In February 1914 a “first-class™ service was run experimentally on the prestigious Hagley Road
route, with the lower saloons of new cars 581 - 584 upgraded and double fares charged - ordinary
passengers travelled upstairs.

1912 - Return of the motor bus

Meanwhile, after a gap five years, motor buses retuned to Birmingham on 25 May 1912, when
the Birmingham and Midland Motor Omnibus introduced a service to Hagley Road and Harborne
using three Tilling-Stevens petrol-electric double deck buses based in a garage in Tennant Street.
In April 1913 the City Council licensed new half-hourly motor bus services between the “Ivy
Bush”, Hagley Road and Handsworth, Moseley and Quinton, and six months later a new service
between the General Hospital and Five Ways. which was soon joined to the existing Moseley
route. 13 buses were acquired in 1912, but 36 single-deck buses and one more double decker were
added in 1913, .

1913 - Birmingham Corporation runs its first buses

The first Corporation bus route opened on 19 July 1913 between Selly Oak and Rednal, using
ten Daimler B-type motor buses (1 - 10) as temporary feeders to the tramway.

1914 - Birmingham Corporation buys out the Midland Red city services.
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