[image: image1.jpg]Birmingham’s first traffic roundabout was installed at Six Ways, Erdington in 1926, but the
trams went across it.

The next batch of new cars (732 - 761) with air braking was delivered in 1926 - 1927, followed
by a second batch (762 - 811) with bow collectors for the Washwood Heath routes in 1928, and a
third batch (812 - 841) with a different air-braking system in 1929 for the Cotteridge and Bristol
Road routes.

By July 1926 the Tramways Committee reported to the Council that in all probability, the
majority of new route extensions would be served by buses rather than trams. On 18 November
1927 the Department’s official name was changed to Birmingham Corporation Tramways and
Omnibus Department.

The Tyburn Road tram route was extended to Pype Hayes Park on 21 February 1927.

A large new bus and tram depot at Harborne Lane, Selly Oak came into use on 12 July 1928,
replacing the old depot at Dawlish Road, Bournbrook.

The last privately operated trams in Birmingham ran on 31 March 1928, as the Corporation took
over operation of the Dudley via Smethwick and Oldbury in the following day, acquiring the large
depot at West Smethwick. The Birmingham District Power and Traction Company, successor to
the Birmingham and Midland Tramways Company. was soon renamed the Birmingham and
District Investment Trust, and continued to be the legal owner of the tracks outside Birmingham,
keeping two old cars at the West Smethwick depot for track maintenance purposcs.

The Bordesley Green route was extended further on centre reservation to Stechford on 26
August 1928,

While the last batch of tramears was being built by Short Brothers of Rochester, who were also
developing and building lightweight bus bodies after the demand for aircraft had diminished, the
firm was invited to submit a design for a lightweight all-metal version of the tram. The design was
approved, an order for a prototype vehicle (842) was placed in January 1929, and the car was
delivered in October that year. The other principal tram builder, Brush of Loughborough also sub-
mitted a deign and estimate, and their vehicle (843) was ordered in May 1929 and delivered in
June 1930.

1919 - 1929: growth of the bus network

A new bus route to Quinton, running parallel with the Hagley Road trams for a large part of the
route, was opened on 31 March 1919, after which little changed on the buses while Corporation
concentrated on geiting its tramways in order. The following new bus routes and extensions were
opened during 1923 (new routes shown bold):

08.01.23: Kings Heath - Bearwood via Cotteridge. Selly Oak and Harborne (10),

15.01.23: Acocks Green - Six Ways Erdington, via Yardley and Washwood Heath, (11)

29.01.23: Harborne, “Duke of York* - Bartley Green (12),

01.04.23: City - Harborne, West Boulevard (3 extended)

02.04.23: New Street - “Ivy Bush” - Brownes Green (2 extended)

14.05.23: Acocks Green - Moseley, May 1923 (11 extended),

06.11.23: Stratford Road - Yardley Wood (13).

12.11.23: Erdington - Perry Barr (11 extended)

15.12.23: Coventry Road -

Subsequent new bus routes and extensions were:

15.12.24: Coventry Road - Stechford (15)

07.01.26: City - Handsworth Wood (16)

02.02.25: Moseley Village - Perry Barr - Bearwood (11 extended)

01.10.25: City - Yardley Wood (13 extended)

26.02.26: Saltley - Small Heath - Stratford Road (new 8)

07.04.26: Outer Circle (11 extended and incorporating 10 as circular route)

07.06.26: City - Perry Common, College Road (new §)

16.08.26 Saltley - Stratford Road - Hockley (5 extended)

29.09.26: City - Sandon Road (new 6)

21.11.26: “Ivy Bush” - Hamstead (2 curtailed south and extended north)
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