[image: image1.jpg]Victoria Road from Six Ways to Lichfield Road was opened. Only single-deck cars could run past
Aston Station until 25 March 1906, when the railway bridge was rebuilt.

Electric services on the Birmingham and Midland Tramways (B&MT) route from Lionel Street
to Smethwick and Dudley started on | October 1904, and a branch route along Heath Street to
Soho opened on 31 December that year.

The steam tramway from Station Street to Coventry Road was electrified on 23 February 1904,
when a through service to Yardley was opened by the CoBT.

1905 - 1909: Expansion of the Corporation network

During 1905 the Corporation received powers to build nine new tramways within the City, and
placed orders for 200 new trams (21 - 220), the last 150 of which were to be top-covered. fol-
lowing the successful conversion of one of the first batch. New depots were built at Coventry
Road, Moseley Road, Rosebery Street and Washwood Heath.

The Corporation’s second tram route opened on 14 April 1906 from a new loop at Edmund
Street to Foundry Road (City boundary) via Lodge Road. The following new routes were soon
opened:

01.07.06: (on expiry of B&MT lease)

Edmund Street - Bearwood, and Edmund Street - Soho (partly in Smethwick UDC)
17.10.06: Navigation Street - Ladywood
26.11.06: Albert Street - Bordesley Green via Fazeley Street
01.01.07: (on expiry of CoBT lease)

Station Street - Bolton Road

Navigation Street (East) - Cannon Hill Park

Hill Street - Kings Heath via Balsall Heath (replacing CoBT steam service,

partly in Kings Norton UDC). - extended 12.01.07 to Alcester Lane’s End.

Martineau Street - Nechells (replacing CoBT horse line on Curzon Street)

Station Street - Yardley (replacing CoBT)

Station Street - Stratford Road (College Road) (replacing CoBT steam service)

Station Street - Stoney Lane (Esme Road)

Martineau Street - Alum Rock Road (Highfield Road)

Martineau Street - Newtown Row (Phillips Street) (replacing CoBT steam service)
22.04.07: Steelhouse Lane - Erdington (in Aston Manor and Erdington UDC. joint with CoBT)
02.05.07: Martineau Street - Ward End (Sladefield Road)

23.05.07: Martineau Street - Birchfield Road (Chain Walk) (in Handsworth UDC)

05.12.07: Dale End - Moor Street - Digbeth - Bradford Street, (permitting experimental

through services Erdington - Alcester Lanes End, Nechells - Small Heath Park

and Saltley - Sparkbrook)

A serious setback occurred on 1 October 1907 when a Lodge Road tram ran out of control
down Warstone Lane, derailed on the curve into Hingeston Street and overturned, killing two pas-
sengers and injuring 17 others. On examination the braking system the braking system was found
to be inadequate for this hilly route and 54 cars were retro-fitted with an additional brake, while
another 50 new cars (401 - 450) were later fitted with an additional brake for operating the other
hilly route along Leopold Street. There followed a pause while traffic was built up, more cars
were ordered and new depots were built. The next route was from High Street to Moseley Road
via Digbeth, opened on 6 September 1909, followed by an extension of the Birchfield Road route
as far as Perry Barr station on 8 December 1909.The following year, 1910, saw little outward
change, but preparations were being made for the most radical development in the tramway
undertaking’s short history in 1911. 180 additional new cars (221 - 400) were ordered to cater for
the increased traffic.

Outside the City, in 1909 Handsworth Urban District Council purchased the cable tramway
between New Inns and Hockley, leased it to the company until 1911 and obtained powers to
rebuild and electrify it by that year.
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